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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSErys

Repert of the Joint Committee—on the Tariff Biyy
The Joint Committee, eppointed to consider sq llmch‘.f
the Governor’s Address ag relates to the proceedip y
the late Convention of the people of South Carogﬁsn:!
and the purposes and policy thereof; and also, the Rey..
lutions of the State of Pennsylvania thereon; apd 4,
- whom have been referred the Resolutions of the State
New-Hampshire upon the subject of the 'Proc]amatiogi
. of the President of the United States in reference t, the
~same, have entered on the consideration of the matter |
- .Intfusted to them, and respectfully submit the follgyy, |
REPORT, in pait. o B ’
- On-éxamining the proceedings of the late Convention o BB
the. Peoplc of South Carolina, the Committee find, that B8
they announce, on the part of that State,jpretensiong of 3 3
novel and-dangerous character, which, if persisted in, and §
carried out in practice, can only terminate in. the destrue 2
tion of the Government. * South Carolina claims for herself &
as one of the States composing this Union, the right of an. §
nulling at discretion-any act of the 'Government of the 3
United Stdtes, which she may regard as unconstitutional, ;2
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and has undertaken to exercise this right in reference to 72@
the laws imposing duties on the importation of foreign
goods. TIn a public act, denominated an Ordinance, the
Convention declare, that those laws are null and void, and
malke it the duly of the Legislature to adopt such measures,
as may be necessary fo prevent their enforcement within
lmits of the State.~ The Addresses and Reports accompz-
nying the Crdinance, set forth the reasons, by which ik
Convention endeavor to Justify their proceedings, and
“peal to the people of the several States for their sancii
and approval. . .
‘Such pretensions, made in so respectable a quarter, ¥
every appearance of earnestness, and officially communit:
ted to the Government of this Commenwealth, will nature:
ly require from the General Court " the expression of 50“;9
opinion upon their correctness and consistency Wllh.fhf
Constitution and Laws of the country. The Commie
accordirngly propose, after the farther and more ma{“’f o
amination of the subject which scems fo be due toits'es
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traordinary importance, to submit a Repert upen 16 g




